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TOWN OF PENFIELD 
3100 Atlantic Avenue, Penfield, NY 14526-9798 

 

CONSERVATION BOARD MINUTES 

August 2, 2022, 7:00 PM 

Jim Almstead, Chairman, presiding 

Debbie Drawe, Town Board liaison 

______________________________ 

 

I. Call to Order 

a. Members Present: Jim Almstead, Paul Sugnet, Roseanne Cohen, Daniel Moore, Pat 

Schichler, Jeff Bartocci 

b. Members Absent: Debbie Drawe - Town Board Liaison, Ed Lindskoog - Trails 

Committee Liaison, Burt Gorton, Aileen Reis - Trails Committee Liaison 

c. Staff Present: Douglas Sangster - Town Planner 

II. Approval of Minutes  

a. Roaseanne stated that the date in the minutes was incorrect and needed to be changed to 

August 2, 2022, as that is the date of the next meeting.  

b. The Board approved the minutes from the July 12, 2022, meeting. 

III. Board Discussion 

a. Tree City USA  

i. Jeff asked if the meeting is still scheduled for Thursday. Doug confirmed that it 

is and will be held in the auditorium.  

ii. Jim added that they will begin their discussions with Town Staff on what they 

see to be possible.  

iii. Pat asked if Burt would be at the meeting and Jim responded no, he is out of 

town then, but we will keep him up to date. 

iv. Daniel asked if more members of the Conservation Board would be able to join 

in that meeting. Jim responded that they are intentionally keeping the meeting 

small, but the members in attendance will bring the information back to the next 

meeting. Pat proposed that before anything is drafted, that the information come 

back to the board for discussion in a work session as all the members have a 

vested interest in seeing this through. Paul added that that is exactly the intent 

with this meeting.  

b. Fall guest speaker  

i. Doug confirmed that Mark Valentine, Town Engineer, will be attending the 

September meeting as a guest, to speak about stormwater and the MS4 program. 

ii. Paul asked about the list that Catherine provided concerning guest speakers.  

iii. Jim stated that to have Bruce Zaretsky, Town Landscape Consultant, as a guest 

would be at the top of his list. Paul agreed and asked if they could have him 

speak in November.  

iv. Pat read the list: Bruce Zaretsky, Jennifer Michelle, Mark Valentine, Kelly 

Emerick, Jurij Kushner. 

v. Jim added that he remembered wanting to add Kelly in with Mark at the same 

meeting. He asked Doug to check into that. 

vi. Jim stated that since Bruce Zaretsky would be highly relevant to becoming a 

Tree City, it would be good to get him in as a guest before the end of the year, 

maybe November. Jim asked Doug to contact Bruce.  



Town of Penfield, 3100 Atlantic Avenue, Penfield, NY 14526-9798 

CONSERVATION BOARD AGENDA 

Page 2 |  Planning Department: (585) 340-8640 | planning@penfield.org | www.penfield.org 

vii. Jeff added that they would need to have conversation with Bruce about the 

pollinator garden and some of the other things they are doing. He asked if this 

could all be done at the same time. Jeff added that he and Pat would get together 

and form a list of topics to talk to Bruce about.  

viii. Pat continued the pollinator conversation stating that she spoke with Megan 

Meyer, and they have identified a place (15x20) at the Penfield 

Library/Community Center near the roundabout and bike racks. They are going 

to write that up and present it to Sabrina Renner to make that area a pollinator 

garden. Members were concerned that snow and salt might be an issue. 

c. Board work session  

i. Jim stated that this work session will be held on August 9, 2022, in the 

auditorium, but it won't be on TV or recorded. However, the public is welcome 

to attend and watch the meeting in person. The members agreed that 6pm was a 

good time. 

ii. Jim explained that the purpose of the meeting is to work out the details of the 

Board's Mission Statement including long- and short-range goals.  

IV. Other Business 

a. Review of ongoing projects 

i. Town Flower - Jeff asked what the time frame would be to put the Town Flower 

out for a vote. Doug responded that he would need to talk with Mark Valentine 

and Kerry Ivers. 

ii. Jeff stated that his goal was to unveil it at the Arbor Day events 2023. Pat added 

that they were talking about getting seed and getting them going so they can 

hand them out. He was thinking about sharing the whole pollination process and 

celebrate the flower. 

iii. Jim asked about how the vote will take place. Jeff responded that it would be the 

same way as the tree was. Jim stated that an option might be to have big photos 

of the contenders and then let the people vote at the Arbor Day celebration. 

Daniel added that they could use social media as well. Pat agreed, because they 

would want to expand it to others who don't come to the event.  

iv. Pat asked about the Mayor's Monarch Pledge. Doug responded that he would 

look into it to see if it coincides with the other programs they are currently 

working on.  

v. Jeff asked if the Board has prevue over "critters" or is that something they could 

talk about when working on the Mission Statement. Jim agreed it could be 

talked about at the work session.  

b. Doug reviewed the applications currently before the Planning Board.  

i. August - 2755 Penfield Rd - Broccolo property (O'Leary Resubdivision) - it is a 

subdivision only at this point with no development planned. Jeff asked if 

development was in the future. Doug explained that they were subdividing 

because the Perinton town line runs through the parcel. The individuals 

purchasing that parcel are doing so to provide more buffer to the back of their 

current property. It is a developable lot in the Town of Perinton as the utilities 

and access would likely come through Perinton.  

ii. Administrative - Delta Sonic - 1660 Penfield Road - application for 

modifications to the site to help with water that comes off the vehicles.  

iii. Arbors at Penfield - Phase 1 was recently approved and they have now made 

application for the remaining phases of the mixed-use development. Instead of 

finishing the development in four more phases they have elected to do just one 

more. That will come before the Planning Board in September.  
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iv. September - 1755 Sweets Corners Road - Peric-Smith Subdivision. The 

application is for a five-lot subdivision of ±54 acres and building three new 

homes at the southeast corner of Sweets Corners Road and Gloria Drive.  

c. Updates from EMC 

V. Next Meeting: September 13, 2022 at 7 PM.p 

VI. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM. 

 

This meeting will be video recorded and broadcast LIVE via the town's website 

www.penfield.org, on the Town's Government Access Cable Channel 1303, and on streaming 

media device: ROKU, Apple TV, and Amazon Fire. Search "Penfield TV" in your device's app 

store, it is free. If required, the meeting will be later transcribed. For questions regarding video 

coverage please contact Penfield TV at (585) 340-8661. 


